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Local success story expands once again in Downtown Oak Park
Oak Park: 
Just 6 ½ years after opening her first  namesake store on Harrison in the Oak Park Arts District, Takara Beathea-Gudell is once again expanding her offerings. Two years ago she moved and consolidated her Harrison Street shops to a new location at 123 N. Marion Street - and she now will open a new concept just a few storefronts south – a shoe salon.
In  Shoe Soko (Soko in Swahili means “marketplace”), Takara will create an inviting, expressive and “comfy” space that will feature unique footwear that will cater to the Oak Park area customer, including Trippen, Groundhog, El Naturalista, Cydwoq, Remix,Fluevog and One Sole– some lines that are both eco-friendly and economy-friendly. One Sole shoes feature interchangeable tops that snap off the soles – giving consumers more fashion options while being economically savvy! 
Remix Vintage does “faithful reproductions of classic styles from the 1920s to the 1950s. Fluevog has just released two vegetarian-styles in their spring line. Takara simply says they are “cool.”
She has been selling shoes in her current space, but there is not enough room for all the lines and other new products she wants to bring to her customers.  In addition to shoes, Shoe Soko will feature sunglasses, accessories, and other upscale lines that will keep her clients shopping locally. In her typically understated way, Takara expresses her need to keep moving ahead in an economy that is “off-kilter right now.”  She is “bringing another service to the Downtown Oak Park community” and hopes that her customers will continue to show their support. 
Downtown Oak Park is the nonprofit corporation that manages and markets the central business district of Oak Park. For more information visit www.downtownoakpark.net
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