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Downtown Oak Park’s 2008/2009 Holiday Rebate Program ends up to previous years’ levels after a later than usual shopping season. 

Oak Park: 
Downtown Oak Park’s holiday shopping season had a strong finish after less than rosy predictions, according to statistics gleaned from one indicator – the Holiday Rebate program. The business association’s annual reward promotion was expected to fall well below previous years’ levels, based on several factors, including: the economy, the deep-discounting competition, and the harsh winter weather. The shopping season did indeed start later than expected, but in the end, rebates issued were just 8% less than the 2007/2008 season. A total of 675 rebates were issued this year, with an average of $516.33 spent in downtown stores to obtain the $50.00 award certificate. Last year, 734 rebates were issued with an average total spent being $521.84. The total impact of the program this year was $348,526.00 in expenditures.  A total of  $33,750.00 in rebates have been issued.
Consumer expenditures broke out in the following categories: 

Books – 16%

Apparel & Shoes – 19%

Coffee – 7%

Eateries – 27%

Hair / Nail salons – 5%

Misc. Gifts – 20%

Theater – 6%

79% of rebates were issued to Oak Park residents, indicating their support for shopping locally. 

In order to receive a $50.00 rebate, a shopper had to spend at least $400.00 in at least 7 businesses ($25.00 minimum per business) between November 1 and December 25, 2008. Rebates were then to be spent between December 26, 2008 and February 15, 2009. Downtown Oak Park tracks all sales during the program, and is still collecting information about where rebates are being spent. 
Pat Zubak, Executive Director of the Downtown Oak Park business association is elated to see that goals were met and expectations for this season were exceeded. “We of course were concerned this season, considering the impact the economy had on national retail. We hoped that our “Shop the Village” and rebate campaign messages would resonate with our community, and they came through for us in the end. The benefits of shopping locally are understood in Oak Park, and we appreciate everyone’s support.”
Downtown Oak Park is the nonprofit corporation that manages and markets the central business district of Oak Park. For more information visit www.downtownoakpark.net
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